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With regard to a mourner, so long as his deceased is lying [unburied] 
before him, he eats with a fellow. 


If he has no fellow, he eats in some other house. 
If he has no other house, he sets up a partition and eats. 


If he cannot set up a partition, he turns away and faces the wall and 
eats. 


In any event he does not recline and eat, nor does he eat to satiety, nor 
does he drink to satiety, 


nor does he eat meat or drink wine. 
They do not include him in a quorum for grace after meals. 
If he said a blessing, they do not say after him, “Amen.” 


And as to others who said a blessing, he does not say after them, 
“Amen.” 


Under what circumstances do these rules apply? 
In the case of an ordinary day. 


But on the Sabbath he reclines and eats, he eats to satiety, he drinks to 
satiety, he eats meat and drinks wine, they include him in a quorum for 
saying grace, and if he said a blessing, they answer, “Amen,” after him. 
If others said a blessing, he answers after them, “Amen.” 


Said R. Simeon b. Gamaliel, “Since you have permitted him to do all 
these things, why not declare him obligated to carry out all the other 
commandments of the Torah? 


“Matters affecting life of the moment have you permitted to him. As to 
matters affecting eternal life — is it not an argument a fortiori [that 
you should permit him]?” 


R. Judah bar Pazzi in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “The law is in 
accord with the view of Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel.” 


If the deceased was handed over to the community [for burial], [the 
mourner] may then eat meat and drink wine. 


Once the deceased has been handed over to the pallbearers, it is as if 
he has been handed over to the community [for burial]. 


On the first Sabbath [after burial] the mourner does not go to the 
synagogue. On the second Sabbath he goes to the synagogue but does 


